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Background
The prevention and control of HIV/AIDS remains a
challenge to health care providers in the Caribbean.
Despite the threat posed by the rapid spread of the
virus, many subgroups of the populations continue to
engage in risky sexual behaviours. The taxi drivers
belong to an occupation whose lifestyles while on duty
have made them to be identified as highly susceptible.
This study was conducted with the aim of understand-
ing HIV-related knowledge and sexual behaviour with
respect to condom use. The prevention and control of
HIV/AIDS remains a challenge to health care providers
in the Caribbean. Despite the threat posed by the rapid
s p r e a do ft h ev i r u s ,m a n ys u b g r o u p so ft h ep o p u l a t i o n s
continue to engage in risky sexual behaviours. The taxi
drivers belong to an occupation whose lifestyles while
on duty have made them to be identified as highly sus-
ceptible. This study was conducted with the aim of
understanding HIV-related knowledge and sexual beha-
viour with respect to condom use.
Methods
This study was conducted in May 2009 among male taxi
drivers in the Hewanorra International Airport, St Lucia.
This was a descriptive study using a semi-structured
close-ended questionnaire. The data were collated and
analysed using the Statistical Package for Social sciences
13.0 (SPSS 13.0) data base. Statistical significance was
set at p < 0.01.
Results
Eighty questionnaires were distributed, sixty were cor-
rectly filled, showing a response rate of 75%. The knowl-
edge of HIV/AIDS was high among the drivers (78.3%).
More than 50% of the respondents do not use condom
consistently for sexual intercourse.
Discussion
Some misconceptions about the mode of transmission of
HIV/AIDS were observed. Also constraints to the
affordability and availability were identified. Behaviour
modification programmes should be taught periodically
to this subgroup. The government should endeavour to
m a k ec o n d o m sm o r ea c c e s s i b l ee s p e c i a l l yi np u b l i c
places.
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